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LEARNING CONTEXT 

Purpose or Focus of Experience 

As a culminating activity from The Dance the Night Away unit, the students will develop a power point presentation of either a dance that they have learned in the unit or one that they have choreographed themselves.  They will use a digital video camera.  These presentations will be used in elementary physical education classes as a tool for teaching younger students these dances.

 

Connection to Standards
Learning Standard for Health, Physical Education, and Home Economics Commencement Level #1: Key Idea #1:


Students will demonstrate proficiency in selected complex dance steps.

Students will use the basic principles of skill analysis to improve previously acquired skills and to continue to learn new skills and activities.

Students will demonstrate competence in leading and participating in group activities.

Learning Standard #2: Key Idea #1:

Students will demonstrate care, consideration, and respect of self and others during physical activity.

Students will come to know and practice appropriate participant and spectator behaviors to produce a safe and positive environment.

Learning Standard #3: Key Idea #1

Students will recognize the benefits of dancing outside of their physical education classes.

Essential Question

Why do I have to learn to dance?  (What benefits can be gained?)

What is the difference between choreographed and free style dances?

What does dancing have to do with gym class?

 

Content Knowledge: Declarative and Procedural
 

Declarative
Procedural

Students will demonstrate responsible personal and social behavior while dancing.
Students will perform a variety of different dance and rhythm activities including mixers, folk, line, standard, and current craze dances.

Students will know and demonstrate dance as an activity for pleasure and/or fitness.
Students will perform various dances with fluency and rhythm.


Students will work in groups and provide a Power Point presentation by breaking down the steps of the dance.  They will videotape themselves dancing to a dance that they have learned in class or to one that they have choreographed themselves.

 

PROCEDURE
(Chronologically ordered description of all teacher & student activities and interactions.)
This PowerPoint learning experience is the culminating activity of the Title III Dance the Night Away learning unit.  

Launch Activity

Corners

At the beginning of the "Dance the Night Away" unit, students were given 5 corner choices that included a music selection and a dance.  They chose their preferred song and dance and were then asked to share their reasons for their choices and try to convince others to join them.  This activity will be repeated and students will be given the same choices.  They will then discuss their reasons for their choice and whether or not they changed it from the beginning of the unit.  

Once they have received their Power Point assignment, students will use their choice of the type of music and dance that they prefer to help them decide what their Power Point presentation will be.

 

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS

The students will view a PowerPoint presentation that has already been developed by the teacher.  The teacher will explain that each presentation will include a breakdown of the song selected with the dance steps written out and the video of these steps to accompany it.  They will receive the rubric for assessment of this assignment.

The teacher will make the student work-groups based on the dance they selected in the Corners activity as well as other criteria important to him/her for these cooperative groups.

The students will work in the gym for 2 – 3 days. They will “break down” the dance into its parts. They will write out the dance steps and then videotape it by its parts.  The next couple of days are spent in the computer lab where the PowerPoint presentations are developed.  These can be saved onto the schools server so that the teacher and other students can view them.
Pre-requisite Skills

The students will have prior knowledge in developing PowerPoint presentations as well as using a digital camera.  This learning experience can also be done as a multi-disciplinary activity working together with the computer teacher. 

Modifications


This learning experience can easily be modified to meet the needs and skill level of the students.  The teacher can take as much time as is needed for each class to be competent dancing each dance.  The number of dances to be learned can be increased or decreased.  The PowerPoint presentation can be done as a class project instead of in small groups.  

Students will physical limitations can “dance” by performing rhythmic activities with various parts of their bodies or with rhythmic materials.

TIME REQUIRED
 
This PowerPoint presentation is part of the 12 - 14 day Dance the Night Away unit.  Approximately 7 classes are needed for the students to learn the dances.  5 classes are necessary for them to develop their Power Point presentations of the dances they learned or the ones they choreographed.  The intent is for the teacher to use these presentations in teaching elementary and junior high school students the dances.  The students must give the teacher permission to use their presentations in these classes.

 

RESOURCES



The following recordings are needed to learn the songs.  The PowerPoint presentations do not require the music.

“Rock Around the Clock,” by Bill Haley and the Comets; 

“The Twist,” by Chubby Checker; 

“Mambo #5,” by Lou Bega; 

“The Train,” by Quad City DJ; 

“Sweet Georgia Brown,” by Lloyd Shaw Recordings; 

“Cotton’Eyed Joe,” by Rose Valley Music; 

“Cryin’ My Heart Out over You,” by Epic Records,

and other appropriate music for the Barn Dance Mixer, the Virginia Reel and the Scandinavian Polka. 

CD player

Digital Video Cameras or Digital Cameras with video capability.

Computers

LCD overhead screen to present PowerPoint presentation to the class, or it could be viewed at each computer from the teacher’s account.

ASSESSMENT PLAN
(Include samples of rubrics, checklists, etc.).
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Has mastered the art of recognizing the count of the music, the music change, and can divide the music into its parts.
Is proficient at recognizing the count of the music, the music change, and can divide the music into its parts.
Needs practice with recognizing the count of the music, the music change, and with dividing the music into its parts.
Is unable to recognize the count of the music, any music change, or dividing the music into its parts.

Has put the proper dance steps and patterns together to fit the song and the music.
Either the dance steps or the pattern does not fit the song of the music selected. 
Has difficulty selecting the correct type of dance for the song of music selected and putting the proper dance steps and patterns together.
The type of dance, the dance steps or the pattern do not fit the song of the music selected.

Worked with peers cooperatively and equally.
Had some difficulty working with peers cooperatively and equally.
Was uncooperative with peers and did not work with them equally.
Did not work with peers cooperatively or equally.

Power Point presentation was done correctly and presented on time.
Power Point presentation had some mistakes and was presented on time.
Power Point presentation was done incorrectly and/or presented on time.
Power Point presentation was done incorrectly and was not presented on time.

 Students will receive a grade for this “Power Dance” project as well as a grade for the entire "Dance The Night Away" unit.  Other grades for the semester will reflect the expectations and policy for their total physical education grade.

STUDENT WORK
(Include samples of student work showing different levels of performance.)
 
A sample slide of a PowerPoint presentation is available at http://mwcs.neric.org/library/henry
 

REFLECTION

Many of the students we apprehensive coming into the dance unit.  They generally are nervous about “performing” in front of their peers as well as the social concerns of dancing with someone of the opposite sex.  Although many of the dances were couples dances, the “Round the Clock Dance Partner” format (see Dance the Night Away learning unit) kept things fair and the students knew what to expect.  They enjoyed the dance unit more each day, as they became comfortable with it.  The students were very excited about the PowerPoint presentations.  They were anxious to hear how well the elementary students received them.  

 

 

 

