	
**Transportation

     Please let me know in writing if your child will go home a different way than usual. This will prevent misunderstandings.
Reading

Reading assignments are on the homework sheet that goes home on Monday. The homework sheet needs to stay in the homework folder for me to see that you have initialed that your child has read each evening.    Students will usually read a small book each evening.  If they would like to read more, I always encourage that!

We will be participating in the Accelerated Reader program. Your child will read books and take tests on the computer and earn points.   Once a student has attained a certain number of points, they receive a small prize.  It is a great incentive program.

In addition, we will have self selected reading time in the room.  During this time students may choose to read any book in the room’s library.  Then they may choose to complete one of the many “book reports” including making a poster or a diorama.  Once they have completed five book reports, they have earned a trip to the treasure chest.
Spelling, Word Wall Words,

 and the High Frequency/Sight Word Folder
     The schedule for spelling assignments generally is: Monday – Thursday receive spelling words and complete activities; Thursday – pre-test, study for the spelling test, Friday – test.  When we have a short week the schedule will change. Look for changes on the homework sheet. The High Frequency/Sight Word Folder will also be coming home with your child.  Each student needs to memorize these words because they are either words that are “outlaw” words and therefore difficult to sound out, or they are used so frequently that they will impede a student’s comprehension if they do not know them.  They will bring this folder to me when they feel they have one sheet completely memorized.  I will assess them at this point.  If they do indeed have the sheet memorized, they will earn a sticker and a new sheet will be placed in their folder.  
Lunch Money

When you send lunch money please put it in an envelope with your child’s name, and amount. Please designate the purpose of any money that is sent to school (I.E “Lunch Money for Sally Smith).  Elementary lunches are now $1.40.  Please view the cafeteria’s page for menus and other information.
Milk Money

If your child is bringing his/her lunch, you may purchase milk separately. When you send milk money you may send in $.35 for each day or you may pay weekly.  Your child will have the choice between chocolate and white unless you send me a note stating a preference.  Again, when you send milk money please put it in an envelope or zip lock bag with your child’s name, and amount.  Please designate the purpose of any money that is sent to school (I.E “Milk Money/lunch, 3 days, for Sally Smith).
Snack
Students will have time for a snack every full day of school.  I have purchased water bottles for them.  They will fill their water bottles every morning.  If you would prefer for them to fill their bottle with bottled water from home, then that is fine too.  I am requesting only water be sent for their bottles for cleaning purposes.  Students may also purchase milk for their snack milk is .40 cents.  They may order white or chocolate.  Students may pay for their milk daily or $2.00 for the week.  Please put their milk money in an envelope or a zip lock bag with their name on it.  This prevents loose money on my desk with no owner. Please designate the purpose of any money that is sent to school (I.E “Milk Money, 5 days, for Sally Smith).

 If you would prefer your child not have chocolate, please let me know.  Each student will be bringing his or her own snack from home each day.  This eliminates the problem of preferences and allergies.  We will have a class snack provided by families on birthdays.

Medication

     Any time your child needs to take any medicine at school you will need to give written permission to the nurse.  Please remember that the medication cannot be administered unless the nurse has written permission from the parent/guardian and/or doctor.
Excuses
     Anytime your child is absent from school please send a written excuse explaining the absence on the day your child returns to school. Please remember to date and sign the excuse.

Book Clubs

     Periodically I will be sending home a Troll or Scholastic Book Club order form. If you wish to order something just return the order form with the money – cash or check made out to either Scholastic Book Club.  Please be sure to put these in an envelope labeled book club order with the student’s name and amount enclosed.
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Mrs. Burnett’s Class

2009 – 2010
Let Me Know

Again, welcome to second grade! I am looking forward to working with you as a partner in educating your child. My goal is to facilitate learning in an exciting and fun way. As an educator, it is my job to see that your child becomes a lifelong learner. To achieve this, it is essential that we work together.  That is why I developed this handbook of information.  I want to make it as easy as possible for you to know what is going on in the classroom.  All of this information (and more) is also on my website http://www.mwcsk12.org/faculty/lburnett/.  I want the lines of communication to be open.  I welcome any questions/concerns/comments that you may have.  I look forward to being your partner in this process.

If there are any questions which arise during the year, please do not hesitate to contact me. I welcome the opportunity to speak with you. I respectfully ask that you do not call me at home.  Please write a note, e-mail me at lburnett@mwcsk12.org, or call the elementary school at 322-5746 to let me know of a convenient time to call or meet with you. I look forward to a great year!

                                   Mrs. Burnett
On the following pages you will find some general information about my class. If you have any questions that are not answered here please let me know.
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My Teaching Philosophy
As a teacher, I have the opportunity to nurture the innate curiosity that each student has about our world. When a child enters my classroom, I want them to experience a sense of wonder, to be filled with questions and curiosity, and I want to instill in them a desire to discover the answers to those questions. The challenge and demands of teaching make each day exciting. In the end, I hope that the thrill and excitement of learning infects all my students. Regardless of what details of a lesson they may remember, I consider my greatest successes those students who tell me they have learned to think rather than memorize, to question rather than just answer, and to express curiosity.
Specials Schedule

Day 1 –P.E.
Day 2 – Music
Day 3 – P.E.

Day 4 –Art

Day 5 –Computer, Library
Day 6 - Music
Please make sure your child wears sneakers, comfortable clothing, and no jewelry on days when we have physical education. It is also important to make sure that library books are returned each week on or before our scheduled library time.
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Homework

Every Monday your child will bring home a homework sheet in his/her communication folder.  This sheet will list the homework due each evening for the next day.  Please review the homework and make sure it is complete.  If your child is experiencing difficulty in any particular area, please write a quick note so I can address it.  After you have reviewed the homework, just sign on the right side of the sheet.  Then return this sheet with the homework in the communication folder.  Typically, there will be math, reading, and spelling homework to complete. There will usually be no homework on Friday. Homework is important to teach responsibility as well as practice skills. Failure to turn in homework results in the student completing their work at recess.
Discipline

Classroom discipline problems can be a roadblock to effective teaching and learning.  In order to provide your child with the excellent learning environment he/she deserves, discipline problems must be kept to a minimum. I am very optimistic that I won’t have many problems here. Good behavior is rewarded and praised. I have several incentive programs as well as teaching intrinsic rewards for making good choices.  However, when there is a behavior problem it will be handled in the following way:

1st offense – reminder
2nd offense – card is turned/”reteaching” during students’ valued time
3rd offense – “reteaching” and writing exercise 
4th offense – card is turned again – note home

to parent, principal is notified.

Math

          We will be using Saxon Math.  Students will have math homework every night except Friday.  Students will participate in a morning meeting which covers basic math concepts.  If you would like more information regarding the math program, please visit my website.
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Writing

     We will be doing a lot of writing in class this year.  We will keep a writing journal and portfolio.  Please encourage your child to write at home.  Ask him/her to help you write the grocery list, to do list, or a letter.  





Assessment
     Assessments will be each week, usually on Friday.   Each week I will send home your child’s test papers for the previous week.   Please review each assessment with your child.  
Toys

     I have a strict rule that no toys and/or trading cards are to be brought to school.  I will make an exception when your child is “Student of the Week”.  You will hear more about this later.  Also, we will be having Show and Tell several times throughout the year.  Students are allowed to bring one item on those days (although it is better if it is not a toy).



