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Course Description: 

Literature and Cinema is designed as an English Twelve 1/2credit enrichment course for students who excel in English Language Arts. The aim of the course is introduce students to contemporary literature and the movies created based on the work. Students will explore the content and theme of the works and research issues raised in the works. 

· Each novel section will have two parts:

· Read the novel/novella – take objective test on content

· View the movie version – report/seminar evaluating movie version

· The culminating project and final exam grade will be the completion of a research paper that explores one of the many themes expressed in the works. The research project will count as 1/4 of the total course grade

Requirements:


Attendance in class is critical to success in both the course and the June exam. It is understood that Madrid-Waddington students by nature are very involved in activities inside and outside of school. Conflicts in schedules are inevitable. Whether it is a college visit, field trip, or sporting event, students are responsible for any assignments or notes that they may miss because of absence. Assignments or tests missed because of LEGAL absences must be made up within one week of the student’s return to class. It is the student’s responsibility to schedule these make-ups and retrieve missed assignments. Illegal absences will not be allowed make-ups. Class participation and discussion is an important component of class success. Please be prepared for class with the necessary materials and readings completed and marked for discussion. The participation grade will be based on class participation and attendance. More than three unexcused absences from class in grading period will result in a drop of 50% in the participation grade.
Materials: 


A notebook is essential. I recommend a three ring binder with plenty of paper for note taking and in-class activities. All handwritten assignments must be submitted on loose-leaf paper (I hate the ragged edge of spiral notebooks). Whatever the notebook or binder, it must have the capability of storing returned assignments, handouts, and notes. A composition notebook is also required as a reader response log. Further explanation of the reader response log will be forthcoming. Texts will be supplied by the school although I recommend buying your own copies whenever possible. The ability to write notes in the margin of a text is a great thing. Besides, this will provide a nice addition to your own collection of great books. 

Homework and make-up policy:


All assignments must be handed in the day they are due. Late assignments will not be accepted. Homework will be graded from above average to below average on a three-step scale of check-plus, check, and check-minus, respectively. Students who are absent from class have one week following their return to class to hand in missed work assigned on the missed day or schedule make-up tests and quizzes. Any work that is due during the student’s absence must be turned in on the day the student returns to school. This means that if you leave school before English class, the work must be handed in before you leave. 
Grade Scale: 

Writing assignments




35%

Participation and seminars



30%

Quizzes





35%

Web site:

· Please consult with the school’s web page for assignments and updates on information for Literature and Cinema. I will try my best to keep the site up to date as time allows. 

Texts:

The course will include the reading of the series of Stephen King novellas in Different Seasons and the novel The Great Santini.

